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OVERVIEW

CREATIVE TEAM

Challenging myths and expectations of the
South Asian body in Indian classical dance,
Thakore and Patel present the complexities of
British Asian identity through a playful
approach to classicism, connecting dance
grammar and the everyday.

Pagrav Dance Company’s work focuses on
creating thematic choreography using classical
Kathak dance. This neoclassical movement style
paired with a contemporary approach to the
inspiration behind the choreography and the
concepts that attract the interest of Artistic
Director, Urja Desai Thakore, give PDC a unique
language.

This production is designed to be performed
outdoors

COMMISSIONED BY STOMPING
GROUND; FABRIC (DANCEXCHANGE
AND DANCE 4), THE PLACE
LONDON, FESTIVAL.ORG AND
TRAMWAY, PRESENTED BY PAGRAV
DANCE COMPANY AND SUPPORTED
THROUGH PUBLIC FUNDING BY
ARTS COUNCIL ENGLAND.

Hetain’s work is versatile, questioning and never
hiding from pertinent questions about identity
and the space occupied by us as people
regardless of the characteristics that define us.
Hetain works across art forms and this
collaboration would allow the creative team to
develop a public piece of art that questions and
challenges the exoticism and vulnerability
assigned to the female brown body.
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TEAM
CONCEPT AND DIRECTION: Urja Desai Thakore & Hetain Patel
CHOREOGRAPHER: Urja Desai Thakore
DANCERS: Mira Salat, Meera Patel, Tulani Kayani-Skeef, Parbati Chaudhury, Saloni Saraf and Jaina Modasia
MUSIC: Alap Desai
CREATIVE PRODUCER: Lia Prentaki
COSTUME:: Sandhya Raman
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Chris Burr
BSL: Chandu Gopalakrishnan

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
The information below is is taken from the full technical rider. If you book the show a full technical rider will be sent with
the contract.If you do have any questions before deciding please do contact our tour booker, or the full tech rider is
available on request.
This production is designed to be performed outdoors on a non-raised stage suitable for bare-foot performance..The
touring company will travel and transport production items on public transport. The team’s arrival time will vary
depending on the start time of the first performance.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Running time: 30 minutes
Interval: No
Warnings: None
The touring company :
4 Dancers
1 Production Manager
1 BSL Interpreter

REQUIREMENTS

A clear performance space of 10.0 x 10.0 metres* outdoors on a level,
hard, and stable surface such as paving OR a low-level raised wooden
stage with a smooth surface
Sufficient surrounding area for an audience to enjoy the
performance
Use of a stereo PA system setup at the rear of the performance (i.e.,
upstage of the main performance area.
Stereo line-in via minijack for a MacBook Pro.
One indoor dressing room/green room space for performers to
prepare and dress that should be within walking distance to site
Access to at least one standard 13A power supply outlet for
preparation
Access to drinking water
Access to first aid kit and facilities
Parking for our vehicle (if required)
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BOOKING INFORMATION
BOOKINGS

PAGRAV DANCE

MARKETING

TECHNICAL

Lia Prentaki

Urja Desai Thakore

Om Desai

Chris Burr

producer@pagravdance.com

urja@pagravdance.com

marketing@pagravdance.com

me@chris-burr.com

07980 922405

07850 526827

-

07587 186112

TRAILERS AND FURTHER DETAILS
TRAILER: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YPsPgtRc19c
PAGRAV WEBSITE: www.pagravdance.com
SOCIAL LINKS:

@pagravdanceco
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ABOUT
Pagrav Dance Company was established in 2005 by Artistic Director, Urja Desai Thakore. Since that time the company
has toured many full-scale works nationally including Baharan, Hats, Anant-Endless, I, Within, and Detox.
Pagrav promotes Kathak, a type of South Asian dance that traces its origins to the nomadic bards of ancient northern
India. These storytellers would recite religious and mythological tales using mime and dance accompanied by
musicians. Kathak is the only classical dance form that has links with Hindu and Muslim culture.
Pagrav invigorates the form within a modern context, design and presentation. It encourages new thinking and
understanding of the discipline.

The Milton Keynes-based company also has a strong commitment to nurturing the next generation of performers by
providing a supportive platform for emerging dancers. Since 2016, Pagrav’s youth ensemble has been touring the UK
with Aunusthan, an evening of classical work.

The development of Kattam Katti will enable Pagrav to create the UK’s very first repertory company for Kathak.

ABOUT URJA DESAI THAKORE
Urja Desai Thakore is one of the UK’s leading kathak practitioners, who
studied under the guidance of Kumudini Lakhia at Kadamb, Ahmedabad
for over 20 years. Urja then read a BA in Kathak from Akhil Bharatiya
Gandharva Maha Vidyalaya. She has also completed a MA in South Asian
Dance with Choreography from the University of Roehampton.

A graceful and emotive dancer, Urja is renowned for her love of
abhinaya (the art of expression in Indian aesthetics), subtle
movements and technical strength. Furthermore, her sensitive,
thought-provoking choreographic style is highly regarded by both
traditionalists and modernists alike.
She co-choreographed Akademi’s Bells for the Trafalgar Square Festival, was artistic Director of the first dance festival
in Milton Keynes and was choreographer for the South Asian Dance category of the BBC Young Dancer competition.

